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P H O T O   R E A D Y
A homeowner's preparation guide

Getting your home ready for its photo shoot is easier than it looks.

Think of this as a friendly walk-through, not a to-do list — small details

make the biggest difference toward magazine-quality images.

T   H   E       E   S   S   E   N   T   I   A   L   S

A handful of high-impact moves to tackle first — these set the tone for everything else.

Clear the driveway. Move vehicles out of sight so the front of the home shines.

Tuck away the trash. Indoor and outdoor bins do best hidden in the garage.

Light it all up. Every lamp and every under-cabinet light, on and ready to glow.

Pause the ceiling fans. They blur in photos, so let them rest for the shoot.

Open every window covering. Blinds, shades, and curtains fully open invite the light in.

Clear the fridge front. Magnets, school art, and calendars can come down for the day.

K   I   T   C   H   E   N       &       D   I   N   I   N   G

Counters and table surfaces photograph best when they have room to breathe.

Neat and tidy counters. Only necessary items that you want to be seen on the counters.

Tidy the sink. Dishes, sponges, soaps, and dish towels stowed away.

Set the table simply. A clean surface or one elegant centerpiece is all it needs.

L   I   V   I   N   G       &       F   A   M   I   L   Y       R   O   O   M   S

A few quick touches turn lived-in spaces into magazine-ready ones.

De-clutter the surfaces. Remotes, magazines, and personal photos rest off-camera.

Hide the cords. Tuck or unplug any visible chargers and power cables.

Fluff and straighten. Plump the pillows, square up the throws, align the chairs.
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B   E   D   R   O   O   M   S       &       B   A   T   H   S

Think hotel suite — calm, crisp, and personal items tucked away.

Make beds hotel-style. Fresh linens, smooth and wrinkle-free, with clear nightstands.

Clear the vanities. Toothbrushes, soaps, shampoos, and bath mats can step aside.

Close the toilet lids. A small detail that makes a surprisingly big difference.

E   X   T   E   R   I   O   R       &       P   A   T   I   O

First impressions start at the curb and continue out to the backyard.

Tidy the landscape. A fresh mow and a sweep of stray leaves and hoses go a long way.

Ready the pool or spa. Cover off, vacuum hose stowed, surface calm.

Arrange the outdoor furniture. Cushions on, umbrellas open, everything squared up.

P   E   T   S       &       P   E   O   P   L   E

A calmer house makes for calmer photos — and a faster shoot.

Settle the pets. A quiet room, the garage, or a short walk around the block all work beautifully.

Stow the pet gear. Bowls, beds, leashes, and toys tucked out of frame.

A note on the shoot itself. You're absolutely welcome to be home — I'll just need each room empty of
people as I photograph it, so feel free to relax in another space while I work.

Thank you for the prep work — it shows in every frame.

If anything feels tricky, just let me know. We'll make it work together.
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